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Diary Dates

2015

5 & 6" Sept., 2015.

Mildura Gem and Mineral Club
Show, Sunraysia Masonic Centre
Irymple, VIC.

120 & 13" Sept, 2015.

The Bendigo Gem & Mineral
Club Expo, Nuvo HalBaptist
Church, Mc Ivor Hwy, Junortoun,
Bendigo, VIC. Saturday: 10am
5pm. Sunday 10aspm.

18" - 20" Sept, 2015.
Burra - Worlds End Fieldtrip

Fossicking, Gold Panning, Metal
Detecting, and Site Seeing. Burra
Gorge Campsite self-sufficient
camping (ony facility is long drop
toilet). Bring own food, water,
shelter, and some wood suitable
for a communal camp fire.
Contact the Field Officer, Kym
Loechel (0427 054 336), for
further details.

10" & 11" Oct., 2015

Adelaide Gem and Mineral Club
Show, Paynedim Library
Complex, cnr Turner Street and
0.G. Road, Felixstowe, SA.
Saturday: 10.00am5.00pm.
Sunday: 10.00am4.00pm.

7" & 8" Nov., 2015.Southern
Rockhounds, Mineral and Craft
Fair 2015, 17 Gerald Court,
Christie Downs, SA.

10am- 4pm.

239 & 24" January, 2016
(Australia Day Long Weekend)
Riverland Gem and Mineral Club
Show and Sales, Berri Town hall
Berri, SA.

Saturday: 9.00am4.00pm
Sunday: 9.00arm3.00pm.
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Murraylands Gem & Min eral Club News

Editorial

As always, there are happenings within and around
club circle. This quarter has had a lot of cheer, but s
sadness tooSée page 4)

Now that the busy 'Rockaraniastivities areover for
thisyear, we have had the opportunity to play with
some toys purchased at the event; metal detectors. §
far, | haveparticipated irmy first two metal detecting
field trips ever, and | must say they have beendiuth
rewarding. There is in fact, an emergingerest in
metal detecting amongst members, so we may see I
fieldtrips and more participants in the months to com
(Seepages 7, 8, and 9).

Maurice, Kym, Kym, Terry, and Janet.

Over an extendedveekend (Friday 31st July to Mondg
3rd August, 201pRiverland Gem and Mineral Club
and Murraylands Gem and Mineral Clgbttogether at
Palmer for a long weekend group workshop and soc
get together(See Doug's report and photo gallery;
pageslO and 11.).

The club celebrated a belated 20th Birthday Parthé
afternoon of Sunday 16th August, 2015. (See page 1

Inaugural members who are still members of the club (standing from the left) K
Loechel, Teresa Geister, Rubein Geister, Don Lymn, and Dean Nelson.

Out and About Janet and Mel went on two shor
excursions during this quartdirst to Canberra for the
'6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari', 58th June, 2015See
pages 5, 6, and 7.); asdcondo the South West of Western
Australia to Cowaramup (Cow Towifgr family festivitiesand
Margaret Rver districtboutique beeand wineindulgence
30th July to 4th AugusR015 (See page 12nd 13.

Regards, Mel Jones.

Preview Gallery

That looks wet and coldls it worth a few specks of gold.

The Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Inc. is not and cannot be held
responsible or liable for any personal injuries, loss or damage to property at any
meeting, fieldtrip or activity organised by or on behalf of the club.

Murraylands Gem & M ineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia.



Competition Reports ar2D15CompetitionSchedule.

Brag Corner:
15t Angie.R.

Competition Results Competition Results
June 10th 2015 July 8th 2015
Minerals: Minerals:
Juniors Juniors
No entry No entry.
Novice Novice
1stCourtney T. 1stCourtney T.
Open Open
1stAngie R. 1stAngie. R.
2" Tahlia. L Micromounts
3 Angie. R. No entry.
Micromounts Fossils
No entry. 1sAngie. R.
Fossils 2n Courtney. T.
1CourtneyT. Field trip:
2" Angie. R. 1stMaurice. B
Field trip : 2" June. M.
No entry. 3d9David. R.
Metal detecting: Metal detecting:
1stKym. L. 1stMaurice. B
2rdKym. L. Novelty:
3dKym. L. 15t Courtney. T.
Novelty: 2" Angie. R.
15t Tahlia. L 39 Angie. R.
2" Angie. R. Brag Corner:
3dCourtneyT. No entry.

Competition Results

August 12th 2015

Minerals:
Juniors- no entries.
Novice
1stCourtney
2rd June
Open- 1*Angie
Micromounts- no entries.
Fossils
1stAngie
2" Courtney
2 June
Field trip :
No entries
Metal detecting;
No entries.
Novelty:
15t June
2"d Courtney
39Angie.
Brag Corner:
15t Angie.

MGMC Competition Schedule 2015

Open: 2 specimend\ovice 1 specimenJunior: 1 specimenMicromount: 2 specimens
Fossil Novelty andField Trip : 1 articleor specimen unless stated otherwise.

Native Element: Gold, Copper, Silver, Bismuth, Sulpl@alcite Group: Calcite, Magnesite, Rhodocrosite, Siderite, Smithsonite.

Month Mineral s Micromount s Fossik Novelty Metal Detecting
January Overseas Mineral As mineral Any Fossil Souvenir 2 Foreign Coins
. . . . A Sterling Silver
February Native Element As mineral Any Fossil Stone Carving Pendant
March Double Terminated XL As mineral Any Fossil Egg Cup 2 Bottle Tops
April Copper Minerals As mineral Any Fossil Bracelet An Article of Gold
May Broken Hill Minerals As mineral Any Fossil Pair of Knitting Needles Dog Registration
Disc- Oldest
June Craft Fair Best Bu As mineral Any Fossil Jewellery or Cabochon Article found in Metal
y y y Detecting Competition
July Fluorite As mineral Any Fossil An Old Tin Most Unusual ltem
Found
. . Article Found
August Quartz var. Smoky As mineral Any Fossil Model Car Interstate
September Calcite Group As mineral Any Fossil An Old Bank Note 3 Ausgﬁlr:?;nsHalf
October No competition a/c AGM - - - -
November Favourite Specimen As mineral Any Fossil A Candle Art(')(;lﬁe'\ggde
December No competition a/c Xmas - - - -

*k*k

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia.
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Mineral Matters- SouthAustralia

Contributed by Douglas WalkéF TGGMC)..
Article extracted from Mesa Journal 2 July 1996
Gemstones South Australian chrysoprase

Chrysoprase is a cryptocrystalline variety of qua
(chalcedony) coloured green by small amounts
nickel (10 3%). The best quality mateties a rich
‘apple’ green, hongeneous, translucent
chalcedony which resembles and is used as a
simulant for the rare and highly prized Imperial
Green Jadeite. In the Asian market, chrysoprase
in great demand for jewellery armglknown in the
trade as 'Australian Jade'. It can demand prices
$500- $1,000/kg for selected green translucent
material.

Australia provides almost the entire world
production of chrysoprase, predominantly from
Queensland (Krosch, 1990) and Westerstfalia,
but with some from South Australia. All the
production from mines at Marlborough in
Queensland is sent to Hong Kong for processin
into carvings and jewellery and is marketed froni
there. Production from Marlborough since minin
began in 1963 hadelded over $5 million of rough
chrysoprase. In excess of 300 tonnes was prody
from 1977 to 1993 and current production rates
can be sustained for 20 years. Several chrysopr|
deposits occur in Western Australia, the best
known being Wingellina, justwer the border from
Mount Davies. Recorded production from Weste
Australia was 120 tonnes during the late 1960s
early 1970s. A relatively new producer is the
Gembank Group which worked a deposit in the
Yerilla district south of Leonora during 19985;
production averaged ~ 100 tonnes / year (Jones
1994).

Chrysoprase near Mount Davies

MESA geologists visited Pipalyatjara (Mount
Davies) in the far northwest of the State in April
1994 to review the six previously mapped
chrysoprase deposits descrilydConor (1979),
and were shown several other occurrences by
Aboriginal elders. Mount Davies has produced
chrysoprase since the early 1960s but in lesser
quantities than Queensland and Western Austrg
Production during 19669 was 2.5 tonnes but hg
not been recorded since, although there are
unsubstantiated reports of chrysoprase coming
from the area during 1975/8 and intermittently
thereafter. These suggest that up to 20 tonnes I
been mined predominantly from three of the
deposits, with small aocunts scraped from near
surface at two others (Conor, 1979). Reserves g
the many deposits are likewise unknown, but a
drillhole to 200 metres near one deposit
encountered sporadic chrysoprase to that depth

Geology

Many of Mount Davies deposits were Wed
initially by hand burrowing into the softer
calcareous and magnesitic clays and soils belg
the harder jasper and silcrete capping. They w
described by Miller (1966) as occurring in
lateritic weathering profiles of ultrabasic
pyroxenites and nické&rous olivine norites
associated with jasper, magnesite, and serpen

The common factor with all of the Australian
chrysoprase deposits is that they associated w
ultrabasic igneous rocks containing olivine.
Olivine is magnesiuriron silicate, but mee
importantly, contains trace amounts of nickel.
weathering, these rocks produce magnesite ar
silica which is available for secondary depositi
as chalcedony. Nickel became concentrated in
the soil profile in and adjacent to the igneous
rocks and asuch was the target for exploration
in all three chrysoprasgroducing States during
the 1960s. As the secondary deposits of
chalcedony were formed in Tertiary times, nick
released from weathering was incorporated in
silica, producing veins of chrypease.
Consequently, several of the areas previously
explored for nickel have provided drillhole
information on chrysoprase deposits currently
being mined.

Current Exploration
Yapan leases

Two mineral leases in the Yapan near the
Northern Territory bordehave been worked by
open cut to depths of 205 metres. Chrysoprag
of varying quality has been mined in both, but
quantities are not known.

Pipalyatiara lease

Five mineral claims have been taken up by
Pipalyatjara Mining Enterprises. After
discussions wh MESA, applications for
conversion of one claim at a time to a mineral
lease commencing in the area considered to h
the best potential and be envirorentally
acceptable have been lodged. ML 5951 was
granted in February 1996. Exploration trenchin
in late 1995 and early 1996 provided good,
saleable chrysoprase which was stockpiled on
site while awaiting official notification of the
lease being granted. Chrysoprase and chalced
observed in 1994 and during trenching in 1995
occurred as homogeneousrislucent white to
pale green seam material up to 30 mm thick.
Reports from elders that a 5 metres trench at t
locality previously intersected good quality
darker green chrysoprase encouraged this sitg
be selected for mining.

An open cut worked frorebruary through to

May has revealed a 0-D.5 metres wide, near
vertical vein of chrysoprase associated with a
fault zone. This has yielded almost 10 tonnes
good quality carving grade, opaque chrysopras
which was also found in two other trenches0~
and 20 metres from the open cut. The vein hag
been followed to a depth of 25 metres and sho
no indications of thinning.

Examples of Chrysoprasé.ocation unknown.
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Monitoring, mapping and photography are
planned to record the geology and arcence
during mining. Additional data will assist in
locating other deposits in the Mount Davies are

For further information contact Jack Townsend,
Senior Geologist, Mineral Resources, MESA (p
08 274 7692).

This article was given to me in hard cdpym. But despite the article being accessible on the
internet, | chose to scan the hard copy instéadact his article was photographed using my
Windows Phone, Lumia 640 LTE, using a free app called: 'Office Lens'. As a portable sc
it is excellem- it will allow photogscans)o be taken at quite an acute angpethe subjectit
provides a framed target, and squares off the finished image as though it was taken direc
front or above (avoids arm and camera shadow). In addittomapphas Qptical Character
Recognitionwith 75%- 90% accuracywhich provides editable textlel.

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia.
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Don Lymn's 90th Birthday Party Saturday 16th May 20888 Vale Rex Shulz

Contributed by Theresa Geister...

Don Lymn's 90th Birthday Party
Saturday 16th May, 2015
Pretoria Hotel, Mannum, S.A.

M|

\ -
Tahlea and Don.

*kk

Vale Rex Schultz

There are some people that stay in the
background, rarely seek accolades, yet alwg
did their bit. Rex Schultz was such a man.

Rex together with his wife Anne, who was th
light of his life, joined the club many years
ago,and helped start our silver smithing gro
not tomention,kicked off the faceting as a
major craft in the club.

Brad Wilby master facetor learnt all his early
tricks from Rex.

At every Rockarama Rex arrived early, help
with the breakfasts, and did his bit without
needing to be asked or told what to do. At
wor king Beeds it wasg
always wire in and do whatever he could.

What | remember most fondly aktoRex is
the love he had for detecting and | can say
without doubt Rex was the BEST detector
operator | have ever seen.

Year after year, Rex won trophy after trophy
for the most items found. His methodical
approach to the task of detecting was the
secret 6 his success. Rex walked slowly, ste
at a time and rarely missed a thing. If Rex h
detected an area it was a virtual certainty th
the area had been cleaned out.

Many times he covered areas that others hg
just detected and found HEAPS of coins,
rings and pieces that
missed. All with a detector that belonged,

according to some, in a museum!

When the Murray River was low some years
ago Rex cleaned ugiterally, removed
hundreds of kilos of Lead from the dry river
banks not to mentioseveral guns, lots of
ammunition and of course dozens vfigs and
pieces of jewellery.

Some would say it was just ludbut as Rex
explained many a time, most of his luck was
BAD! Until he met Ann of coursehen he
reckoned he was the luckiest marvali

Possibly the thing | will remember Rex for wa
his helpfulness to others. In the detecting
competitionsRex won'Best & Fairestat least
twice by spendig heaps of time helping other:
Rex did this every day. He helped anyone an
everyone witlbuta cond thoughtoe it
helping them look after the garden, fixing
something electrical or just giving a hand.

Rex had a run of bad health in his last few
years but he still carried on as well as he cou

He was involved in a horrific accident on whg
is ore of the worst black spots around Manny
and sadly did not survive.

Rex will be missed by many. | will miss his
visits across the road, the never ending storie
about hunting gold, flying and the near misse
he had over the years.

The world lost a genuin@em when Rex
passed awayMiss you mate!

Kym Loechel

Rex Schulz

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia.
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Members Out and About6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari', 58th June 2015 (Page 1 of 3

Canberra Railway Museum

6029 Southern Winter Steam Safari BJUN
WHAT:5i 8 June 2015 Join us for four days ofsslia
steam action with the §
operating locomotivé BeyerGarratt, 6029. Day 1:
CanberraGoulburn Day 2: GoulbuiJunee Day 3:
Shuttle trips to Wagga & Cootamundra Day 4: Jiing
Canberra Please go to our website for more
informaion.

Hi,

My name is Garry Reynolds. | will be your
concierge for this exciting initial overnight tou
with the now famous Beyebarratt 602Lity

of Canberra.

We will be heading from the National Capital
and tablelands of New South Wales to the
undulatingSouth West slopes and Junee and
WaggaWaggal et 6s just ca
here on like the locals.

As a keen volunteer, like the other passenger
service staff on the train, my role will be to he
ensure that each of our guests has the most
enjoyable egerience possible following their
own interests. Of course there will also be the
fun of sharing stories and experiences with
other guests and our attentive crew.

While every guest will be able to carve out thg
own experience we will also be offeringogp
events and a mix and match of each.

Our Southern Scenario

Friday

After you have settled into your private
compartment and we leave Canberra Station
6.15pm hauled by 6029 and heritage diesel
4403 we will serve dinner in the first class
dining car fran the former Southern Aurora.

There will be a bar on board and later a class|
sixties lounge car to chat amongst new found
friends. Guests may also choose to spend pa
their evening in their compartment watching t
moonlit scenery drift by as it wilbe a fullish
moon.

Arriving at Goulburn at 8.40pm guests will be
able to enjoy the tr
local hospitality at nearby clubs, hotels and
cafes.

Supper will be served at 10.30pm and the tra
will depart at 11.20pm after The City
Canberra has been serviced and heritage die
4501 has joined the train from Sydney with
additional classic carriages.

Saturday

Leisurely through the night our long train will
be gliding through Yass and then stopping at
Harden for further servicingf our coal and
waterhungry steam locomotive at 2.22am
before departing at 4.00am.

We arrive at Junee at 5.43am after passing
through Cootamundra. Breakfast will be servg
in the dining car from 6.45am.30am.

Meanwhile, the train will be shunted to the
roundhouse and a new consist made up of t
sitting cars to go to Wagga leaving our
sleeping cars in a siding.

The excursion sitting car train will depart
Junee for Wagga at 8.00am and arrive back
Junee at 5.12pm. It is approximately 35
minutes betweerhe two rail centres.

During the day the train will complete seven
shuttles of approximately 45 minutes each
mostly to the outskirts of Wagga at Bowmen
or on one occasion a similar time to
Uranquinty from Wagga Station. These are
designed to give theregibrs pu bl i ¢
opportunity to briefly savour the 6029
experience. Our guests are free to ride on a
many shuttles as they like or make their owr
way around the city.

The train departing for Junee will leave
Wagga Station at 4.35pm.

A recommended option

I would recommend that as these shuttles w
be repeated in Wagga on Sunday and there|
several events on in that city that day and n
Saturday, guests consider spending Saturdg
in Junee. Here guests will be able to visit thg
Roundhouse Museum at any tirsued at no
charge but also avail themselves of a free
vintage bus service to the local attractions
including the liquorice and chocolate factory
the haunted Monte Cristo Mansion and
Broadway Museum of local history. There is|
an array of hotels, clubs, esfand bakeries
available for refreshments during the day. In
the evening we invite you to be our guest fo
dinner at the Round House Restaurant in th
Crossing Motel.

Sunday

Breakfast is again held from 6.45ah80am
but this time countrgtyle at the Rondhouse.
Guests are free to remain in Junee should t
wish. The train will depart for Wagga at
8.00am and arrive at 8.35pm. Guests are fre
to enjoy shuttles or their own expeditions in
Wagga. The train will depart Wagga at
4.35pm and arrive in Juneem2pm. Guests
have a free evening to choose their own ver
for dinner.

A Recommended Option

Take the train to Wagga and enjoy a
complimentary city highlights guided tour by
a chartered bus departing at 9am and returr
to Wagga Station at 9.55am. Guesds alight
there or proceed on the bus to the Wagga
Visitors Centre for complimentary morning
tea. After this refreshment and time to look &
the tourist advisory information, | will be
driving a small concierge bus around the sit
pointed out in the higlights tour and others
for guests to spend time enjoying. Some ma
also like to join one of the shuttles in the
heritage sitting cars.

The minibus will essentially be a hegn-hop
of f service respondi
It will include a trip outof town

to a large veteran and vintage car and bike
show as well as the National Glass Collectior
at the Regional Gallery, the extensive miniaty
railway, the Botanic Gardens, the Steam and
Vintage Engine Museum, the Museum of the
Riverina, and perhamslocal winery and
brewery.

After returning to Junee by train, guests will 1
free to explore the
hotels for dinner.

Monday

Depart Junee on our return journey at 6.30ar
with breakfast on board from 6.45af80am.
After passinghrough Cootamundra we will
stop for servicing Harden at 8.29am. Guests
enjoy a stroll around the CBD area before
departure at 9.30am. At 10.45am we arrive a
Yass Junction which is well out of town but
guests can stroll around the local rural lanes
while further train servicing occurs.

We depart at 12.30pm and enjoy lunch on
board while taking in the scenery we passed
through in the night on our outward journey.

We arrive at Goulburn and detach the Sydne
sourced carriages and 4501 diesel while
servicirg our big steam engine again. Betwee
arriving in the city at 2.06pm and departing a
3.20pm guests are free to explore the
picturesque historic streetscapes and parks.

On the homeward stretch we stop to share o
experiences and afternoon tea at TaragapLo
before arriving at Canberra Station at 7pm.

Questions and suggestions are welcome if yq
would like to call or email me. You may be
able to help me as well if you could indicate &
Tuesday midday by email or phone whether
you wish to attend the complimg&ry dinner on
the Saturday evening and the complimentary,
morning tea on the Sunday morning please.
Best wishes and really look forward to meeti
you on this o6firstod

Garry Reynolds

Train Concierge

Canberra Railway Museuimlnspiring
MemoriesMob: 0439 825 257

"

=

'Safari' participants: Janet and Mel.

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, Sout
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(Page 2 of 3)

Janetand Mel's '6029 Southern Winter Steam
Safari', 5th - 8th June, 2015Continued...
Friday 5th June 2015- 7.00pm.

Sunday 7th June, 2015. Continued...

6029 leaving Junee Roundhouse ready for the Wagga Wagga sh 6229| and its passenger car consist |9?]Ving ‘]fun‘eel for the day to n:‘n
" ; train|  runs in the morningnd afternoon returned to Junee in the evening Shuttle tours in Wagga Wagga. Note the 'Safari' sleeping cars at the

Steam Locomonve Beye@arratt 6029 at the head of the Safan train L 9 Junee Roundaboubur sleeping quarters for theuo

Canberra Railway Station ready for departure on a night journey to

Junee via Goulburn. (Friday 5th June 2015)

6029 collecting passenger car consist from 'Safari' train.

There were 22 paid passengers along with 30 staff in supporting rol
from catering to train and engine crew.

6029 (top) supported by a diesel locomotive (tail) leaving Junee a

heading for Wagga Wagga for the day's shuttle runs. The local steam hauled shuttle trains were popular with the Wagga

We were accommodated in sleeping cars (twinettes) at night and ca| Wagga people on both days; Saturday and Sunday.

for most meals in the dinningar (reserved table throughout the event;
and free to relax in the bar car at any time.

6029 Arriving back athe Junee Roundhouse in the evening after . .
spending the day at Wagga Wagga running a local's shuttle servid Wagga Wagga Railway Station.

The concierge, Gary Reynolds, managed the itinerary of activities o
and off train, provided updates as required, and accommodated 'Sal Sunday 7th June 2015 7.00am. o S —
passenger issues as tl@gse. Also, he provided off train transport for| [ F oumTn Akt
‘Safari' passengers at Wagga Wagga over two days while the train 4

running shuttle train ride for locals in the Wagga Wagga district.

6029 again collecting passenger car consist from the 'Safari' tra|

Janet waiting for Dinner in the Dining Car as the train made its wa|
from Canberra to Goulburn. (Friday 5th June 2015)
Saturday 6th June, 2015. 7.00am.

Many a young boy's dream is to be a train driver.

6029 heading off for theecond day's stile service at
Wagga Wagga.

Continued next page...

stralia.
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bers Out and About6029 So

hern Winter Steam SafaBth June 2015 / Tungkillo Quarry14th June 2015 (Page 1 of 2).

Sunday 7th June, 2015. Continued...

A eV N N
Shuttle trip from Wagga Wagga to Bomen and return.

Shuttle trip from Wagga Wagga to Uranquintylaeturn.

Monday 8th June 2015 7.00am.

Early start from Junee heading back to Canberra via Goulburn.

The train is seen here in Bethungra Spiral territory.

Coal and coal handling facilities are no longer available along the w
so it is transportedn the train and handled by local hired equipment

Monday 8th June, 2015. Continued...

A lot of train behind and there is more in front.

A large crowd welcomed the train at Yass Junction.

Lunch time.

People popup all along the line to see this gpé@in pass by.

Steam, diesel, and wind.

On the way to Goulburn.

| have uploaded three of my videos of the trif
to YouTube, and these can be accessed via

foll owing hyperlinks
Train Enthusi as40@06Dayl&2zuhs4 O
Train Enthusi a¥0®&03DayBaf¢ o [
Train Enthusi as®08Dayda4o [

MGMC 'Fossicking and Metal
Detecting Fieldtrip - Tungkillo Quarr y,
Tungkillo, SA - Sunday 14th June 2015.

Kym describing the quarry and what can be found in the area.

Massive Orthoclase (Feldspar).

Checking material potential.

lan and John checking a quartz vugh.

Possibly some small quartz crystals?

Fossiclers spreading out.

Murraylands Gem & Mineral Club Incorporated, Collier Park, Palmer, South Australia.
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